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Press Release

Entente CordIAle Paris-Saclay — Oxford-Cambridge Al Initiative

Powering Al Innovation with Institut Polytechnique de Paris, HEC Paris, Université
Paris-Saclay — University of Oxford & University of Cambridge

A strategic Franco-British partnership to push forward
artificial intelligence for science, the economy and society

London, 9 July 2025 — The Saclay Cluster — which includes Institut Polytechnique de
Paris, HEC Paris and Université Paris-Saclay —,University of Oxford and University of
Cambridge, are joining forces to build Al excellence.

During the French President's state visit to the United Kingdom, Institut Polytechnique de
Paris (IP Paris), HEC Paris, Université Paris-Saclay, Oxford University and Cambridge
University formalised a joint commitment to create a strategic partnership in the field of
artificial intelligence.

Named the Entente CordlAle Paris-Saclay — Oxford-Cambridge Al Initiative, this
partnership brings together two leading centres of scientific and technological excellence: the
Saclay Cluster and the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. They share a common
ambition: to foster the emergence of excellent, ethical and sovereign artificial intelligence on
a European scale.

The aim of the partnership is to structure long-term cooperation in Al research, training and
innovation, in order to meet the major challenges of our time. It is organised around five key
areas:

e Encouraging academic mobility between students, doctoral students, researchers and
teachers to enhance expertise and training.

¢ Organising joint scientific events (seminars, workshops, symposia) on the major
scientific and ethical challenges of Al.

¢ Launching collaborative research projects: co-direction of theses, interdisciplinary
programmes, joint applications for funding.



¢ Involving industrial and innovation players, to accelerate technology transfer and
support Al entrepreneurship.

o Strengthen bilateral cooperation, in line with national and European strategic
priorities.

IP Paris and HEC Paris: Catalysts for European leadership in artificial intelligence with
Hi! PARIS

The « Entente CordlAle Paris-Saclay — Oxford-Cambridge Al Initiative » extends the shared
vision of Institut Polytechnique de Paris and HEC Paris: to establish a leading European hub
in artificial intelligence, at the intersection of cutting-edge research, innovation, and the major
challenges of our time.

A firmly solution-oriented ambition realized through Hi! PARIS, a key actor in the France 2030
strategy, integrating cutting-edge research, excellence in education, and concrete
technological innovations to enhance European competitiveness. This interdisciplinary center
was co-founded by IP Paris and HEC Paris in 2020, joined by Inria in 2021, and benefits from
€70 million in funding over five years.

« With the Entente CordlAle Paris-Saclay — Oxford-Cambridge Al Initiative, we are taking a
decisive step forward in European scientific and academic cooperation. By bringing together
the excellence of our institutions—through the interdisciplinary center Hi! PARIS—with that of
Oxford and Cambridge, we are laying the foundation for an unparalleled axis of research and
innovation in artificial intelligence. This partnership reflects a shared ambition: to transform
scientific potential into breakthrough innovations, and those innovations into European
economic champions. It enhances the attractiveness of our ecosystems, channels
investment into cutting-edge research, and affirms our role in building Europe’s technological
sovereignty. » — say Thierry Coulhon, President of Institut Polytechnique de Paris and
Eloic Peyrache, Dean of HEC Paris.

Université Paris Saclay, a centre for research and academic excellence in Artificial
Intelligence with the DatalA Institute

The DatalA Institute is the official institute for Artificial Intelligence (Al) at Université Paris-
Saclay. Established in 2017 and awarded the “Al-Cluster” label as part of the national France
2030 investment plan in 2024, it brings together over 800 researchers from 47 laboratories to
promote cutting-edge interdisciplinary research in Al and data science, linked to humanities
and social sciences. The institute also plays a key role in the training of Al-related
professions through the SaclAl-School project.

« Université Paris-Saclay is delighted to be part of this Al initiative with the universities of
Oxford and Cambridge, IP Paris and HEC Paris, which is proof of our shared desire to
advance the frontiers of Al knowledge. By combining our strengths in research, education
and innovation on a European level with the Entente CordlAle Paris-Saclay — Oxford &
Cambridge Al Initiative, we are proud to contribute to the development of ethical Al which can
meet the economic and societal challenges of today and tomorrow, whilst driving high-quality
interdisciplinary research, supported by international mobility and cooperation. » — Camille
Galap, president of Université Paris-Saclay.



The University of Oxford, a powerhouse of Al science and development

Home to one of Europe’s largest academic communities of Al expertise, from core Al science
across machine learning, computer vision, robotics, mathematical foundations and ethical
development, to multiple real-world applications, The University of Oxford hosts six Centres
for Doctoral Training (CDTs) which are supporting the next generation of Al researchers.

« | warmly welcome this new partnership between the Saclay Cluster, Oxford and
Cambridge. At Oxford, we believe that international collaboration is essential to advancing
responsible and impactful Al. As an ELLIS unit — part of the European Laboratory for
Learning and Intelligent Systems — and home to four of the UK’s ten Turing Al World-
Leading Researcher Fellows, the Institute for Ethics in Al and the Ellison Institute of
Technology funded doctoral training program in Fundamentals of Al, we are proud to be
working alongside our French and UK partners to shape the future of Al. This initiative builds
on our existing academic ties and reflects our shared commitment to rigorous science,
ethical responsibility and innovation that serves society. » — says Professor Irene Tracey,
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford.

The University of Cambridge at the Forefront of Al Innovation and Collaboration

The University of Cambridge is a global leader in Al research, an innovator in Al education,
and a hub that connects research with business, civil society, and policy, supporting the
deployment of Al technologies for wider social and economic benefit. Through Al@Cam and
other University initiatives, our vision is of Al-enabled innovations that benefit science,
citizens, and society, created through interdisciplinary research that is deeply connected to
real-world needs.

« The University of Cambridge is proud to be part of this collaboration, which reflects our
deep commitment to shaping the future of Al through rigorous research, inclusive education,
and responsible innovation. Combining our strengths and sharing knowledge will help us to
address the most pressing challenges of our time and ensure Al serves the common good. »
— says Professor Deborah Prentice, Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge.

The Letter of Intention (LOI), signed on 9 July in London, is the first step towards a
forthcoming Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), which will set out the governance
structure, deadlines and resources involved.

In the continuity of the long tradition of scientific cooperation between France and the United
Kingdom, this partnership reaffirms the shared desire of the five institutions to move forward
together towards a trusted artificial intelligence, supported by academic excellence, training

and innovation.



About the Institut Polytechnique de Paris — www.ip-paris.fr

The Institut Polytechnique de Paris (IP Paris) is a public higher education and research institution that
brings together six leading French engineering schools: Ecole polytechnique, ENSTA, Ecole nationale
des ponts et chaussées (ENPC), ENSAE Paris, Télécom Paris and Télécom SudParis. Together,
these schools combine their expertise to offer excellent training and conduct top-level research.

Thanks to this unique academic and scientific base, IP Paris is establishing itself as a major player in
science and technology in France and internationally.

Media contact: Christine Lascombe — presse@ip-paris.fr— +33 6 26 36 76 17

About HEC Paris — www.hec.edu/en

Founded in 1881 by the Paris Chamber of Commerce, HEC Paris is a leading European business
school with the ambition to make a positive impact on both business and society. Its mission is driven
by a unique “Think, Teach, Act” approach, aimed at fostering a more inclusive, sustainable, and
prosperous world.

With 167 research professors from around the globe, HEC Paris produces and shares cutting-edge
knowledge with over 5,000 students from more than 130 countries. Its campus serves as a true
laboratory of innovation and dialogue, fully engaged with the world’s diversity and global challenges.

Guided by its five founding values — Excellence, Curiosity, Entrepreneurial Spirit, Diversity, and
Responsibility — HEC Paris offers a comprehensive portfolio of programs designed for tomorrow’s
leaders: Bachelor’s, Grande Ecole, Specialized Masters, MSc, Summer School, MBA, Executive MBA,
TRIUM Global Executive MBA, PhD, and a wide range of executive education programs for managers
and senior leaders.

Media contact: Julie Dobiecki — dobiecki@hec.fr — +33 6 37 39 62 99

About Université Paris- Saclay — www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/en

Université Paris-Saclay was born from the shared ambition of French universities, grandes écoles and
national research organisations. As a leading university in Europe and the world, it covers the fields of
science and engineering, life sciences and health, and humanities and social sciences. The
university’s science policy closely intertwines research and innovation, incorporating both basic and
applied science to tackle major societal challenges.

Université Paris-Saclay offers a varied range of undergraduate to doctorate level degrees, including
programmes with its grandes écoles, all of which are focused on achieving student success and
employability. The university prepares students for an ever-changing world where the ability to think
critically, remain agile and renew one’s skills are crucial. Université Paris-Saclay also offers a
comprehensive range of lifelong learning courses.

Located to the south of Paris, the university extends across a vast and rich local area. Its location
strengthens both its international visibility and its close ties with its socio-economic partners (major
companies, SMEs, start-ups, local authorities, charities).

Media contact: service.presse@universite-paris-saclay.fr
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About the University of Oxford — www.ox.ac.uk

Oxford University has been placed number 1 in the Times Higher Education World University
Rankings for the ninth year running, and number 4 in the QS World Rankings 2025. At the heart of this
success are the twin-pillars of our ground-breaking research and innovation and our distinctive
educational offer.

Oxford is world-famous for research and teaching excellence and home to some of the most talented
people from across the globe. Our work helps the lives of millions, solving real-world problems through
a huge network of partnerships and collaborations. The breadth and interdisciplinary nature of our
research alongside our personalised approach to teaching sparks imaginative and inventive insights
and solutions.

Through its research commercialisation arm, Oxford University Innovation, Oxford is the highest
university patent filer in the UK and is ranked first in the UK for university spinouts, having created
more than 300 new companies since 1988. Over a third of these companies have been created in the
past five years. The university is a catalyst for prosperity in Oxfordshire and the United Kingdom,
contributing £15.7 billion to the UK economy in 2018/19, and supports more than 28,000 full time jobs.

Media contact: Rachel Graham — rachel.graham@admin.ox.ac.uk

About University of Cambridge — www.cam.ac.uk

The University of Cambridge is one of the world’s leading universities, with a rich history of radical
thinking dating back to 1209. Its mission is to contribute to society through the pursuit of education,
learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

The University comprises 31 autonomous Colleges and over 100 departments, faculties and
institutions. Its 24,000 students include around 8,000 international students.

Cambridge research spans almost every discipline with multi-disciplinary teams working to address
major global challenges.

A 2023 report found that the University contributes nearly £30 billion to the UK economy annually. For
every £1 the University spends, it creates £11.70 of economic impact.

The University sits at the heart of the ‘Cambridge cluster’, in which more than 4,500 knowledge-
intensive firms generate £25 billion in turnover.

Media contact: Matthew Norton — mjin29@cam.ac.uk — +44 7814264107
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